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nent and in England, and it is still the method which is almost exclusively
used in the former, and even to a very large extent in England to the pres-
ent day. The second method, and one which has been an American
development, is known as the warp process, in which the yarn is operated
on in the form of a long chain or warp in a continuous manner. The greater
part of yarn mercerized in America at the present time is made according
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to the warp method, there being but a comparatively small amount of
skein mercerising done in the United States.                                       >
The skein method of mercerizing is more or less of a discontinuous
process; that is to say, the various operMions through which the yarn
is required to pass do not take place in an unbroken sequence on the same
machine- The yarn, for instance, is first boiled out in the ordinary man-
ner in the kier or tank, m is customary for yarn in the form of skeins to be
used for bleaching or dyeing* The hanks are then put on the mercerizing